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THE DATA LITERACY BOOK

Many Shades of Data

This session will consist of a discussion with Dr. Ellen
Mandinach, author of Data Literacy for Educators: 
Making It Count in Teacher Preparation and Practice.  
 
In the session, we will talk about how and why she
created the concept Data Literacy for Teachers, what
data literacy means in practice to educators, why it is
important, and what schools and districts can do to help
educators become data literate.  The session will provide
some insights and even humor about how this book
came about.

Session 1: 



DATA AND
TEACHER
DISPOSITIONS:
(GOOD AND BAD)
HABITS OF MIND

This session will engage Dr. Ellen Mandinach in

a discussion about general habits of mind that

educators need to use data effectively and

responsibly.   We will discuss how teacher

dispositions or habits of mind are different

from skills and knowledge and why they are

generic and necessary components in educator

practice.  

 

Some of the dispositions include the belief that

all students can learn, the belief in the use of

data as an inquiry process, communicating

with data, and collaborative inquiry.

Session 2:



ASSESSMENT
LITERACY VERSUS
DATA LITERACY: 
WHAT'S THE BIG
DEAL AND WHY
DOES IT MATTER?

This session is a conversation with Dr. Ellen

Mandinach who is an expert on data literacy. 

We will talk about if there is a difference

between assessment literacy and data literacy,

and if so, why is that difference important.  

 

This session goes to the heart of the question: 

What are educational data:   We will discuss

what data educators need and should be

using, what educators think about data, and

why a broad view of data is important.

Session 3: 



DATA ETHICS
WHAT DOES RESPONSIBLE DATA USE LOOK

LIKE OR NOT
This session will engage Dr. Ellen Mandinach in a
discussion of why it is important to use data
responsibly in educational practice.   She will
draw on examples from a new book on which
she is working.   The examples will come from
education and other fields.  Educators may well
be using data more ethically than in other
professions.  
 
This topic is very timely due to the need for
using evidence and valid data for all sorts of
decisions.  Keep in mind, without data,
you are only an opinion.

Session 4: 



THE WHOLE CHILD:
THE IMPORTANCE OF
USING AN ASSET MODEL

Why do educators talk about identifying a

“problem” of practice or “remediating” a

learning deficit?   It’s natural in education

parlance. Dr. Ellen Mandinach has used these

terms in the past and now has modified her

wording to be more positive. 

 

This messaging difference is really important

as is connotes a mindset shift. She is

promoting the use of an asset model that

takes into consideration the whole child.  This

is in contrast to a deficit model.  

 

This session will discuss data use from a whole

child perspective.   We will discuss what it is,

why it is important, and what educators can

do to change their mindset to one where they

use an asset model and take a whole child

perspective.

Session 5: 



Find out more about Dr. Ellen Mandinach here: https://www.wested.org/personnel/ellen-mandinach/ 
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